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TO  THE  LOCAL  BOARD  OF  SHELF. 

Oentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District,  for  the  year- 
ending  December  31st,  1896. 

It  is  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Report  made  for  the 
District.  As  my  appointment  dated  from  the  first  of  Dec¬ 
ember,  1896,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  your  late  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  Adam,  for  much  help,  and  for  the  careful  way 
he  kept  the  records  up  to  that  date. 

Population. — Dr.  Adam  estimated  the  population  to  the 
middle  of  the  year,  at  2,700,  wliich  is  an  increase  of  50  on 
that  of  the  former  year,  and  an  increase  of  88  since  the 
ceirsus  of  1891. 

Births. — The  births  during  the  year  have  been  63,  viz., 
24  males  and  39  females,  or  at  the  rate  of  23-3  per  1,000 
per  annum,  as  against  49,  at  the  rate  of  18-4  per  1,000  for 
1895. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was 
38,  viz.,  16  males  and  22  females,  or  at  the  rate  of  14  per 
1,000  per  annum,  as  compared  to  a  death  rate  of  19-6  per 
1,000  in  1895. 

This  considerable  difference  arises  no  doubt  from  the 
mildness  of  the  winter,  and  the  absence  of  the  severe 
Epidemic  of  Influenza  occurring  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  in  1895,  which  caused  a  death  rate  during  that 
period  of  31-6  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  6, 
equTvalent  to  88-8  per  1,000  registered  births. 

There  were  13  deaths  at  65  years  and  upwards. 
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Phthisis. — From  Phthisis,  4  deaths  occurred,  giving  a 
Phthisical  death  rate  of  1-4  per  1,000. 

Pidmonary  Diseases. — From  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Ac., 
there  were  only  3,  there  being  16  last  year.  The  respira¬ 
tory  death  rate  being  1-1,  as  compared  to  6  0  for  1895. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — There  were  2  deaths  under  this  class, 
1  from  Diphtheria,  and  the  other  from  Enteric  Fever. 

These  cases  were  practically  isolated  ones,  and  owing 
to  the  prompt  precautions  taken,  did  not  spread.  The 
Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  year,  was  -74  per  1,000. 

Diseases  as  related  to  periods — 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  January,  February, 
March,  April,  and  May. 

Difluenza,  in  January  and  May. 

Diphtheria,  one  case  in  January. 

Scarlet  Fever,  one  case  in  February. 

Pneumonia,  prevalent  in  May. 

Measles,  a  few  cases  m  September. 

Enteric  Fever,  one  case  in  October. 

Inspections. — These  have  been  well  attended  to  by  Dr. 
Adam,  your  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  families  removing  from 
infected  houses  into  other  districts,  have  been  visited,  and 
isolation  and  disinfection  has  been  adopted  where  possible. 

Nuisances. — These  have  received  every  attention  from 
your  Inspector. 

Excrement  and  Befoise  Bemoval. — This  is  carried  out  by 
farmers  and  others,  and  is  not  so  well  attended  to  as  it 
requires. 

1  would  strongly  recommend  you  to  get  it  done  by 
contract  at  definite  intervals. 


Drainage. — The  Sewage  of  the  District  is  conducted  into 
fields  and  streams  ;  in  some  cases  cesspools  are  adopted. 

A  complete  system  of  Sewerage  is  urgently  required, 
and  I  am  informed  you  are  now  conside)'ing  the  best  means 
to  adopt. 

Water. — The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  supplied 
with  good  water,  by  a  private  Company,  from  the  Bradford 
Corporation  supply.  This  water  is  of  very  good  quality, 
and  has  little  or  no  action  on  lead.  Other  parts  rely  for 
their  supply  on  surface  wells,  where  the  water  is  generally 
good,  if  hard,  and  where  there  is  always  more  or  less  risk 
from  contamination. 

Bye-Laws. — I  understand  that  these  are  undergoing  com¬ 
plete  revision. 

Slaughter-houses. — (2)  These  are  in  good  condition. 

Bake-houses. — (2)  These  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Infectious  Diseases'  Notification  Act. — The  Compulsory 
Notification  of  infectious  diseases,  was  adopted  and  came 
into  force  in  May,  1896. 

Hospital. — I  would  like  to  point  out  to  you  the  absence 
of  any  hospital,  and  the  difficulty  in  dealing  with  an 
Epidemic,  if  we  should  be  unfoidunate  enough  to  have  one. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  neighbouring  Sanitary  Authorities 
be  approached,  and,  if  possible,  a  suitable  hospital  be 
built  conjointly,  as  this  District  is  too  small  to  support 
one  single  handed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Youi'  obedient  Servant, 

W.  EOSETHEENE  THOMPSON, 

^  L.K.C.P.E.,  L.E.C.S.E.,  &C. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SHELF  UKBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances  Report  for  1896. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  HO 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases  ...  2 

House  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ..  ...  14 

,,  ,,  trapped  .  ...  ...  12 

Privies  repaired,  cleansed,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  new  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Ashpits  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  ...  457 

Removal  of  stagnant  water  and  accumulation  of 

refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Slaughter-houses  inspected  ...  ...  2 

,,  Bake-houses  ,,  ...  ...  2 


9  gullies,  and  17  yards  of  earthenware  pipes  laid. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF 

INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  is  compulsory  in  the  District. 
No  Isolation  Hospital. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  189G, 

IN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  SHELF. 

Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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SHELF  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  W.  ROSLTHERNE  THOMPSON, 

L.K.C.P.E.,  L.K.C.S.E.,  &c. 

Sanitary  Inspector JOSEPH  WHITHAM,  Assoc.  San.  Insp. 


WATER  SUPPLV^ — t,)uantity— 

(Quality — Good.  Action  on  Lead — Nouf-. 

Any  extensions  oi‘  clian^^e  during  1896? — None. 

SEWERAtiE  —System — Not  any. 

Extensions  or  imijrovements  during  1896 — None. 

SCAVENLINd — Are  the  privy  middens,  &c,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  \  Tfi,innt  ■ 
Staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Tenants  ?  ( 

Is  the  present  system  satisfactory  ? — No. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  &  REGULATIONS—  Date  of  Adoption. 

Infectious  Disease  Notiffcation  Act,  1889  .  Nay,  1S9C. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890 . 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  . 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops  Orders .  July  l^th,  lSf>7. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  Etc. 

Number 

Registered. 

Number 

Inspected. 

General 

Condition. 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

(Jominon  Lodging  Houses... 

None 

Canal  Boats . 

Slaughter  Houses . 

None 

2 

Good 

Bakehouses  . 

2 

Good 

Dairies  .  \ 

Cowsheds  . 

.jl 

61 

Good 

Milk.shops  .  j 

Offensive  Trades  . 

(Please  specify  nature.) 

Tannery 

1 

Good 

SPECIAL  REPORTS — Number  made  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health  1 

during  1896—  ( 

BIRTI^S— (a)  Number  of  each  sex  d/afe.s  34  ;  Females  39. 

(h)  Number  Illegitimate,  included  in  the  above — 3. 

(c)  Any  information  as  to  Still- Births. — None. 
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l>EATliS— (ft)  Number  of  each  sex  : — jl/aUn  IG  ;  Females  22. 

(h)  Number  Uncertified,  included  in  the  above — 1. 

DEATH  RETURNS — What  correction  (if  any)  is  made  foi’  non- )  yr 

residents  dying  within  the  District?  f  Jyone. 

Are  any  Returns  obtained  of  deaths  of  residents  occur-) 

ring  in  public  institutions  ( vVorkhouses,  Hospitals,  I  None. 

&c. ),  outside  the  District?  j 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL — Any  action  during  1896? — None. 

SANITARY  WORK— 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1896 — None. 

House  to  House  Inspection  during  1896 — None. 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1895 — At  close  of 
1896 — 1.  Reported  during  1896 — 50.  Abated  during  1896 — ^9. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses,  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 

House  Drainage  : — Number  of  Sinks  disconnected  during  1896 — 9. 

,,  ,,  trapped  ,,  „  —12. 


CLOSETS— 

Number  constructed  during  1896 — 2.  Kinds — Privies. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  ? 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation — None.  Overcrowding — No7ie, 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food  &  Drugs  Acts — 10. 

Prosecutions — None. 


SANITAEY  REQUIREMENTS  OF  DISTRICT  AND  SUGGES¬ 
TIONS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


A  System  of  Sewerage.  (Under  consideration). 

An  Isolation  Hospital. 

A  better  means  of  Cleansing  the  Privj"  Middens,  &c.  ;  and 
A  better  Water  Supjdy  for  Lower  Shelf. 
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